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Cincinnati Swords  
Queen City Hockey Association 

Team Introduction Letter 

Kevin Brennan & Rod Rayner – 2021/2022 Squirt AA/AAA 

 

Welcome to the 2021-2022 Hockey Season! Your coaches this season will be Kevin Brennan 

and Rod Rayner. We are all very excited for the opportunity to work with this team for the 

upcoming season. We would like to provide you with some information regarding us, our 

approach towards the game of hockey, and the plan for the team for the upcoming season. 

 

The 2021-2022 season will be Coach Kevin’s 4th year as a head coach, Coach Rayner’s 12th 

year coaching youth hockey and 6th with the Swords. We are all excited to have the opportunity 

to pass some of what we learned along the way to the next generation of players. This age is 

one of the most rewarding ages we have ever coached. For those of you whose son or daughter 

we may have coached previously, you know that we are very passionate about the game, the 

process of developing player skills, bonding a strong and united team, and developing good 

work ethic during practices and games. It is our belief, that as the coaches, it is our role to 

ensure that all of this can be achieved while having fun along the way. 

 

The objectives for the team and the actions of the coaches will be focused on building 

confidence, self-esteem, discipline and a sense of commitment and pride in their team, in the 

club and in themselves. These personality traits and qualities will benefit them at whatever 

level they play and in life. We will emphasize development over winning … the primary focus is 

on development. It is the coaches’ responsibility to help the kids develop strong skills, challenge 

them and have them identify individual and team goals and develop a plan to achieve them. It 

is the player’s responsibility to begin thinking critically as it applies to their performance in 

practices and games to identify areas for improvement as well as areas of strength both as an 

individual and as a member of the team. We expect nothing less than their very best effort at all 

times and this combined with being the best teammate they can, is very important. 

It is important to have the kids prepared and ready to play, and at this age they need to be 

working on their core skills and applying them to individual tactics and team play. There 

will be less emphasis on systems, strategy and structure. In this regard, we will follow the ADM 

Hockey model so that the players are building skills that are appropriate for their age and 

individual skill level, building a strong foundation of physical literacy in an environment that 

keeps them interested and motivated to come to the rink. Practices will be run with a high level 

of energy and effort, with the goal of this being translated into game situations.  

 

The time commitment required from all players and parents for the season is significant. We 
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can expect to have 3-5 ice sessions per week comprised of 2-4 games on select weekends and 

2-3 practices per week (on average). In addition, there will be periodic team building events and 

off ice “dryland” training. All players are expected to attend all team events, with exceptions 

being made for illness or personal family conflicts. That being said, despite the time 

requirements for hockey, it is our belief that hockey should fall after time for family and 

education in terms of importance. We also believe that multi-sport athletics is very important. 

Please just let us know if there is a conflict with practice or a game so we can adjust. 

 

Further, we will be looking for parent volunteers to work the time clock, other small duties for 

every game and also bring snacks/drinks for in between or after games. There will be a Sign-Up 

Genius sent out to further communicate with specific dates and times once schedules are 

finalized. Our season schedule should be out by the middle of October and flow right into the 

season. We are pushing hard on this to have more advance notice.  

 

Financials – TBD  

 

We will also be looking into opportunities for fundraising or sponsorships. If you have any ideas, 

please contact Linsey via email.  Team fees: $2600-$2800 not including uniform and travel 

expenses 

 

Tournament Dates - TBD 

 

The team will be participating in 4 (possibly 5 - will discuss as a team) known tournaments over 

the course of the season. As of right now the schedule for the tournaments is as follows: 

 

 

Should anyone have any questions regarding the Swords Squirt AA/AAA team for the 

2021/2022 season, feel free to contact the coaches at kevin2brennan@gmail.com or 

raynerrod@yahoo.com.  

  

We look forward to seeing you at the rink and cheers to a great/memorable 2021/2022 season! 

 

Kevin Brennan - Coach 

269.352.7023 

kevin2brennan@gmail.com 

 

Rod Rayner – Coach 

859.240.4182 

raynerrod@yahoo.com  

 

Linsey LaValley - Team Manager 

269.873.3162 

linsey.morgan@gmail.com  
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